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Confirmation of school closure and urgent request for information 

 

Dear parent/carer 

You will be aware that the Prime Minister and Education Secretary announced that today will 

be the last full ‘normal’ day of school. Schools will close indefinitely from Friday 20th March 

2020 for MOST children. Schools are to remain open for children whose parents are identified 

as ‘critical workers’ and for children with certain needs.  

Please read this carefully before you respond. 

 

The most recent scientific advice on how to further limit the spread of COVID-19 is clear. If 

children can stay safely at home, they should, to limit the chance of the virus 

spreading. 

 

That is why the government has asked parents to keep their children at home, wherever 

possible, and asked schools to remain open only for those children who absolutely need to 

attend. 

 

It is important to underline that schools, colleges and other educational establishments 

remain safe places for children. But the fewer children making the journey to school, and the 

fewer children in educational settings, the lower the risk that the virus can spread and infect 

vulnerable individuals in wider society. 

 

Schools are, therefore, being asked to continue to provide care for a limited number 

of children - children who are vulnerable and children whose parents are critical to the 

Covid-19 response and cannot be safely cared for at home. The critical sectors are listed 

below: 

• Health & Social Care i.e. NHS staff, care workers and social workers; 

• Education & Child Care i.e. nursery and teaching staff; 

• Key Public Services i.e. justice system, religious staff, journalists; 

• Local and National Government; 

• Food & other necessary goods i.e. those involved in production, 

distribution, sale and delivery of food and hygiene goods; 

• Public Safety & National Security i.e. Emergency services, prison; 

• Transport i.e. rail, road and freight transport; 

• Utilities, Communication & Financial services i.e. postal workers, banks, 

building societies, waste disposal; 
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Please see the attached document or this link here for a more detailed list. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-
information-for-parents-and-carers  

Please also note if you think that you fall within the critical categories above you should 
confirm with your employer that, based on their business continuity arrangements, your 
specific role is necessary for the continuation of this essential public service. 

• Vulnerable children include those who have a social worker and those with 

education, health and care (EHC) plans. 

• Children who have a social worker include children in need, children who have a 

child protection plan and those who are looked after by the local authority.  

 

Many parents working in these sectors may be able to ensure their child is kept at home. 

And every child who can be safely cared for at home should be. 

 

If it is at all possible for children to be at home, then they should be. 

 

This is an offer to parents and carers and there is no requirement for parents and carers to 

send their children to school if they do not need or wish to do so. 

 

You only need to let us know if your child absolutely needs to attend school because 

they are vulnerable and/or you are a critical worker. 

 

If we hear nothing from you we will assume that you are following the government advice for 

as many of us as possible to remain safely at home to limit the chance of the virus 

spreading. 

 

Remember the more children that have to come into schools, the more staff will need to 

attend, potentially putting themselves at risk. We will be writing to you later today with the 

details around the work we will providing for our students to complete at home. Please be 

aware that if students are in school they will have to be in mixed age groups and will be not 

following the school curriculum. Please remember the Government says "if it is at all 

possible for children to be at home, then they should be". 

 

If you meet the criteria and need to send your child to school on Monday you MUST let us 

know by 2pm today. This is critical for us so we can ensure we have enough staff in school.  

We have sent a questionnaire out via ParentMail today that needs to be filled in to inform us. 

This questionnaire needs to be submitted back to us before 2pm today (Friday 20 March). 
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If you are unable to access Parent Mail, and the above applies to you, you can contact the 

school via mainoffice@gshs.org.uk and provide us with your child’s name, date of birth, year 

group, your name and your job title as a critical worker. Please also tell us which days of 

the week your child will need to attend. 

You do not need to provide any information if your child will not need to attend 

school. 

The school will be open from 8.00am until 3.00pm and will be staffed by teachers and 

support staff. To maintain normality as best we can, students will be required to wear 

uniform and will follow the normal school times. Nexus have confirmed that they will run the 

normal bus services for the first week but that they will reassess the situation moving 

forward.  

School will be closed to all other students.  

With the deepest regret, only those children that fall into the categories identified by the 
government will be able to attend school. All other children will need to stay at home, 
so we ask that you do not send your child into school from Monday onwards. We 
ask for your understanding and consideration of this. 

We will continue to update parents via email and will ensure our website remains a helpful tool 

to support online learning. Our office email will remain active for any queries.  

We are working with the local authority to support children eligible for free school meals, and 

we will inform you how this will be organised on Friday.  

We still await further government guidance on the proposal to suspend public examinations 

for this academic year.  

Please note that this is a national closure – as you may have heard in the news – so 
while it is a challenging situation, we are not alone. This is understandably going to cause 
many anxieties for families, and we hope that we will be able to continue to support you 
wherever possible. We will continue to keep you informed with any new information as we 
receive it, in what are incredibly difficult and uncertain times.  We’ll re-open fully as soon 
as we can and will let you know when this is by ParentMail, Twitter and our website. 

And remember: if you or your child feels ill and you want to know what to do next, please 
use NHS 111 online. 

Thank you again for your continued support, and we will be in touch with more 
information when we can. 

Yours sincerely 

Mr Wilkinson 
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