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Lesson 1 – How can a right handed person be a lefty?
Task 1 – What do you think this quote means?

“All animals are created equal, but some animals are more equal than the others”
Animal Farm by George Orwell
	In the space below, write down any ideas you have about the quote:









Task 2 – Definitions
Read the definitions below for fascism, communism and democracy. With a highlighter, identify any key words and in the space below identify the main differences between them.

	Fascism: a political ideology [belief] that imposes strict social and economical measures to give the government total control. It is usually lead by an absolute dictator who keeps citizens controlled via acts of violence and strict laws that govern the people.
 
Communism Communism is when people earn the same amount regardless of their status and role. All people are equal and the state owns businesses and property and enforces control of its people. 

Democracy: A system of government elected by the whole population or all the eligible members of a state, typically through elected representatives [MPs, Senators etc]




	Main differences:









Task 3 – Politics ideas
Now you have an understanding of the key definitions above, you will now focus and categorise what each political ideology believed. Next to each statement, you will write down whether you think it is represents fascism, communism or democracy,



I own a three-bedroomed house. I can sell the house whenever I want and move to a different part of the country.
Under our system there is no private ownership of property. The government owns all property and uses its resources to provide for the people.
I can go on holiday whenever I like. The money I earn enables me to pay for the expensive holidays abroad.
People can vote for the one political party that will truly take care of their interests.
Our system is based on equality. The state owns all businesses and its people work hard to make the country richer. Only the greedy want to keep profits for themselves.
The government owns the newspapers, because everything belongs to the state. The newspapers tell me what the government is doing to look after the people.
Our country is ruled by those we vote for and they are accountable to us.

I work hard to make money for myself. People should be free to earn as much money as they can through their own efforts.
Laws are very harsh and the death penalty is often used to punish criminals who do not follow the political ideal.
Our government has placed controls over the economy and our social lives. This is for the greater good of the country
I can travel outside of my own country with special permission. But the government should use its resources to provide for the people. That’s more important than going on holiday.
The newspapers tell me if the government has made a mistake or done something unpopular.
Our country is ruled by one man. He has the absolute say in what happens in our country. He can be very strict
I work hard to make money for our country. People will not truly be free until they are equal. Otherwise freedom is just for the rich.
Our military plays a large part in our lives. We are a country that depends on military success to keep our leader strong.

People are free to vote for rulers of their choice. There are at least two political parties and elections are held every five years
























Task 4 – Questions
Using the information you have gained, answer the questions below:

What are the similarities between all three ideologies?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What are the key differences?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Which two systems have the most amount of similarities and why?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Lesson 2 – Do you always have to be ruled by a king?
Task 1 – Russian hierarchy
Below is some information on the ‘Russian wedding cake’ – essentially the way that Russian society was organised. You are to use the information below to help you create a diagram of Russian society on the next page:

The Russian ‘wedding cake’
Russia’s social structure was often depicted and lampooned in visual propaganda. For example, there were several versions of the ‘Russian wedding cake’. In these depictions, Russian society is shown as a feudal pyramid. The upper classes are propped up by the labour of the working masses, who are kept in check with work, religion and the threat of violence. 

In reality, the base of this cake was significantly broader than these images suggest. The poor peasantry and the industrial working-class made up more than four-fifths of the population, while Russia’s educated and professional middle classes were tiny compared to those of Britain, France and Germany.

According to historian Michael Lynch, the 1897 census categorised the Russian people into the following classes:

Upper classes: Royalty, nobility, higher clergy: 12.5 per cent.
Middle classes: Merchants, bureaucrats, professionals: 1.5 per cent.
Working classes: Factory workers, artisans, soldiers, sailors: 4 per cent.
Peasants: Landed and landless farmers: 82 per cent.

The aristocracy
Sitting atop this metaphorical pyramid was Russia’s royalty and aristocracy, who for the most part lived lives of comfort, isolated from the dissatisfactions of the lower classes.


Noble titles and land ownership were the main determinants of privilege in tsarist Russia. The tsar himself was a significant landowner, holding the title of up to ten per cent of arable land in western Russia. The Russian Orthodox church and its higher clergy also owned large tracts of land.

Protective of their wealth and privilege, Russia’s landed aristocracy was arguably the most conservative force in the empire. The abolition of serfdom in 1861 allowed many of them to increase their landholdings, largely at the expense of the state and emancipated serfs.

Most of the tsar’s ministers and close advisors were drawn directly from the aristocracy. Once in the ministry, they often blocked or shouted down suggested reforms. Sergei Witte – himself an aristocrat, though one without large landholdings – claimed that “many of the aristocracy are unbelievably avaricious [greedy] hypocrites, scoundrels and good-for-nothings”.

The middle classes
Russia’s middle classes worked for the state (usually in the higher ranks of the bureaucracy) or the private sector, either as small business owners or trained professionals (such as doctors, lawyers and managers).

Industrial growth in the 1890s helped to expand the middle classes by increasing the ranks of factory owners, businessmen and entrepreneurs. Members of this group tended to be educated, worldly and receptive to liberal, democratic and reformist ideas.

Members of the middle-class were prominent in political groups like the Kadets (Constitutional Democrats) and, later, well represented in the State Duma.

The peasantry
The peasantry was by far the empire’s largest social class. It contained at least four out of every five Russians. Most worked small plots of land using methods of farming that had changed little since the Middle Ages.

Farming in Russia was a difficult business that was dictated by the soil, the weather and sometimes pure luck. It was generally easier in Russia’s ‘breadbasket’ southern regions, where the soil was dark and rich and the climate more temperate. Grain crops like barley, rye and oats flourished in these areas.

Further north and east, across the Urals and toward Siberia, the soil was harder and less fertile, making grain production more difficult. Peasants here relied more on tuber crops like potatoes, turnips and beets. In much of Siberia, the soil was hard, frozen and unsuitable for farming.

Russian farming was further hindered by its reliance on antiquated methods and techniques. Most peasants cleared, ploughed and sowed the land by hand, without the benefit of machinery or chemical fertilisers. Some more prosperous peasants had beasts of burden.
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Task 2 – Life in Russia
Look at the three sources below and think about what life would have been like for someone living in Russia before 1917.

Source A
A drawing of a rural Russian house.Source C
From an interview with a Russian peasant found in the diary of Prince Peter Kropotkin.

“We lived in a little mud house. The straw roof contained sparrows' nests under the eaves. The walls on the outside had deep cracks which were a breeding place for adders. The low ceilings leaked during a heavy rain, especially in the hall, and pots and basins would be placed on the dirt floor to catch the water. The rooms were small, the windows dim; the floors in the two rooms and the nursery were of clay and bred fleas.”
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Source B
A picture taken of an urban Russian house
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What do the three sources tell you about life in Russia before 1917?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Lesson 3 – How does a king lose his crown?
Task 1 – Causes of the Russian Revolution
In the hexagons below, there are a number of pieces of information that need to be categorised to give you an understanding of why there was a revolution in Russia. You need to do the following:
· Read through the mystery statements, categorise/group the causes of the revolution by colouring them different colours and then choose a heading for each category.
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Write down the names of your categories in the space below:
	







Out of all of the factors, which one do you think appears to have been the most important reason for removing the king from power? Why?
_____________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Task 2 – The Russian Revolution
Watching the video link (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cV9G1QUIm7w) you are to create a timeline of the Russian Revolution in the space below. Once you have completed the timeline detailing dates and events, you are to answer the two questions at the bottom of your page.

	





























Why was there a revolution (there were 2 in fact) in Russia in 1917?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

How/why did the Bolsheviks (Communists led by Lenin) win the Civil War (which happened due to the revolutions) and take over Russia?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Lesson 4 – Can anyone be a leader?
Task 1 – Trotsky vs Lenin
Over the next few pages, you will read a number of pieces of information about Trotsky and Lenin to help complete your Trotsky/Lenin gingerbread men. If you read anything positive about Trotsky or Lenin and why they should be leader, you should write this down in their gingerbread person with a  next to it. If you find any information that is negative (bad parts of their personality or if they are outwitted) label it with a .
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Lesson 5 – Why did Pavlik report his dad to the secret police?
Task 1 – Background
Look at the collection of pictures below. Around the pictures, write down any bad things you think happened in Russia under the communists.

[image: ]
Russia in the 1920s and 1930s

By 1928, Russia had been through two revolutions and a Civil War. Joseph Stalin, the leader on the newly-named USSR, wanted to turn Russia into a modern nation in only ten years and he was willing to use any means to do so.
Russia was a one-party state, which meant there were no elections, because only one political party existed; the Bolsheviks (Communists). By 1930, Stalin had managed to remove all his political opponents. He could now focus on taking total control of the people and purging the country of any opponents to communism.
One of Stalin’s biggest challenges was turning a very old-fashioned farming system into a modern one, based on a communist system of collectivisation.
Stalin used the secret police to get rid of people he thought were causing trouble or could potentially be in the way. Farmers were treated brutally as Stalin knew he needed to feed the workers in the cities if the country was going to change. Wealthier farmers were called Kulaks and the Communists were determined to destroy them – they succeeded in killing approx. 3 million kulaks and a further 5-6 million starved to death in the Russian rural areas.





















Task 2 – Why did Pavlik report his dad?
Pavlik Morozov was a 13-year old boy who was a fanatical believer in Stalin's political ideas. His father was a rich farmer; a kulak.

In 1933 Pavlik was then murdered.

Think about:
1.	a possible answer (there may be many) to the question
2.	how you reached your answer 
3.	how you can structure the cards to show your reasons
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1. People often kept a bag packed in case the secret police came for them. Anyone could be arrested and sent to the gulags (forced labour camps).

	
2. Government sources said that Pavlik was forced to choose between his family and Stalin's Bolshevik (Communist) government. He chose the government because his father broke the law.


	
3. Stalin feared that farmers would hide their grain or fight when the Red Army (Communist) soldiers came to collect.

	
4. Reporting on your family was rare but telling on neighbors and workmates was common. The Secret Police (NKVD) encouraged people to report any ‘anti-communist’ activity.


	
5. Stalin used 'purges' (remove something) to force people to do what he said. Millions were arrested and sent to gulags. 1 million were killed.

	
6. Pavlik's father had been accused of hoarding (hiding) grain (which was illegal). He was sent to the gulags. Eventually he was shot.

	
7. Pavlik had reported on his father. His uncle, grandfather and grandmother then murdered Pavlik in revenge.

	
8. The Russian Bolshevik government, led by Stalin, showed no mercy to Pavlik's killers. His entire family was shot.


	
9. The government made Pavlik into a hero. Statues were built, an opera, songs and children’s stories were written about him. This is a form of propaganda, which is used in Communist and Fascist states to brain-wash the public.

	
10. Some historians say that Pavlik did not report on his parents and that he was murdered after a pointless argument.


	
11. Some sources say that his father walked out on the family.

	
12. The government thought that the farming village where Pavlik lived was an "enemy nest', because many people refused to cooperate.
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Task 3 – Summary
Based on the information you have studied, what is the real story? Use your newly acquired knowledge and write a 140 character tweet explaining your thinking. 

[image: Blank Tweet | twitter.com/#!/AshuMittal/status/4826906141039… | Flickr]	






	
Lesson 6 – How do you rule a massive country?
Task 1 – What do you know about China?
Around the images below, write down everything that you know about China.
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Task 2 – Words into pictures
Using the information on the left hand side of your page, you are to turn this into a series of pictures and images using as few words as possible. Names, numbers, dates, initials and abbreviations are allowed.

	By 1912, China had been the same for 2000 years – and ruled by the Qing dynasty since the 1600s
In the 19th century, countries like Britain tried to force China to open their trade ports. The Chinese did not want trade with the West, they did well by themselves. 

In 1895, China lost a war against Japan which showed just how behind China’s army was. Japan had managed to industrialise whereas China had not. This resulted in China suddenly becoming the weaker country in Asia.
The Qing emperor was blamed for China’s problems. People suggested that the emperors did not care about China. 

By 1911 there were several large rebellions across the country, led by Sun Yat Sen​. He wanted to set up a republic – a country without an Emperor – where people could vote for who should be in charge. 
This led to the end of Qing Dynasty. An amry general called General Shikai took power. He was head of the army and forced himself to the top. Shikai proved to be a dictator and was very corrupt. Sun Yat Sen took over from Shikai after his death in 1916.

In 1915, Japan tried to take control of China. In WW1 (1914-18) China joined the allies (by offering labour) in order to get help against Japan. However, Japan persuaded countries like Britain to let them keep part of China, called Shandong. This made the Chinese very angry with Britain, leading to a protest known as the May 4th Movement.

The Chinese Communist Party was founded in 1921 from the May 4th Movement and was supported by Russia. 

In 1925 Chiang Kai Shek took power from Sun Yat Sen (after his death), and tried to crush the Chinese Communist Party – killing if necessary. This went on for about 10 years.

In 1937 Japan invaded China. Everyone joined together to fight them. The Japanese treated Chinese people really badly, including mass-murder, decapitation and torturing Chinese civilians.

When WW2 started, the Chinese Communist Party used guerrilla warfare against the Japanese and trained their ‘Red’ Army really well. The Japanese surrendered in 1945. Approx 20 million Chinese people died during WW2.

In 1946 a Civil War broke out in China. The Communist Party against people who wanted a democracy. The USSR supported the CCP and the USA supported the rest. 

The CCP’s well trained army paid off and they took city after city. By 1949 they had won – Chiang Kai-Shek fled to the island of Formosa to create the Nationalist Chinese state of Taiwan. China was now a Communist country – and re-named itself the People’s Republic of China. The leader of the CCP, Mao, now strengthened his rule by brutally taking control of the whole of the country’. Between 20-45 million died during this era (probably more).



Task 3 – Why did the communists take control?
Go back through the story on the left hand side of your page and highlight all of the reasons or causes as to why the communists took control of China. Once you have done that, complete the sentences below:

The most important reason for the communist rise in China was ______________________
_____________________________________________________________________.
This is because _________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
Lesson 7 – Is there such a thing as too much power?
Task 1 – Background information
Read through the information below about Mao and China in the 20th century.

	Mao’s China, c.1930–1976
His rise began in the early 1920’s as a founder member of the Chinese Communist Party. 
The CCP under Mao were allied with the Nationalists against Japan, 1937-1945. 
However, civil war broke out between the two shortly after Japan’s defeat. 
In 1949, the Communists won the civil war. Mao became the leader of China and the Nationalist fled to Taiwan.
China under Mao was transformed. Industry fell under state control. Farms were re-organised into Collectives. 
Population size was placed under control with the introduction of the one child policy. 
The CCP suppressed all opposition, this was a dictatorship. 
China’s new Communist leadership asserted its authority quickly. 
Mao Zedong’s policies saw the execution of many landowners and the opening of the laogai camp system. Education was used to brainwash children. There ware mass campaigns to change China and the Great Leap Forward tried to make China into a fully industrialised country in 5 years.
This led to mass death – estimates range between 35-65, even as many as 84 million deaths.



Task 2 – How did Mao control China?
Using the information boxes, you are to read through how Mao controlled China and complete the spider diagram that follows. If you could limit yourself to 30 words for each branch to help summarise Mao’s control.
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Lesson 8 – Why do countries disagree?
Task 1 – Communism vs capitalism
Read the information below on communism and capitalism after World War II
	
During WW2, Britain, America and the Soviet Union all had a common and shared purpose – to defeat Hitler’s Germany. America and the Soviet Union whilst not liking each other during WW2 realised they had to get on in order to beat Hitler.
However, this dislike and fear of each other began many years before WW2 and came from a big difference between how they wanted their countries to be run. The Soviet Union believed a Communist society to be the best, this meant the state (government) controlled all business and industry, unemployment was low, the rights of individuals were less important than the whole of society so there were restrictions on people’s freedoms and the press and citizens could only vote for the Communist Party. America believed their Capitalist society was much better. This meant their politicians could be freely elected, property and business could be owned by individuals and there were extremes between the very wealthy and the very poor.

As WW2 came to an end the power of Britain had declined and 2 new superpowers, both with large amounts of land, resources and wealth emerged – America and the Soviet Union. The common enemy of Hitler’s Germany was gone and both superpowers did not want to be pushed around by the other one.




What are the three key pieces of information from the text above:
· ________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________


What is communism?
The Soviet Union (USSR) believed in a Communist society. 
- state (government) controlled all business and industry
- unemployment was low
- the rights of individuals were less important than the whole of society so there were restrictions on people’s freedoms and the press 
- citizens could only vote for the Communist Party. 

What is capitalism?
America believed their Capitalist society was much better. 
- their politicians could be freely elected
- property and business could be owned by individuals
rights of individuals more important than everyone being equal
- there were extremes between the very wealthy and the very poor
Task 2 – USA and USSR table
Using the information below and other resources at your disposal (internet, books etc) complete the table on the following page to build up an understanding of the differences between the United States and the USSR.

American society was based on the ideas of ‘Democracy and Capitalism’. This meant that the American President and Congress (US government) were elected in free elections (free choice to decide / no restrictions/more than 1 party). This means politicians can be voted out if people do not like them.


In the Soviet Union, it was a one party state (only the Communist party). There were elections but you could only vote for the Communist party. The leaders stayed in power until they died.

The majority of Americans believe very strongly in the American way of life and feel very threatened by communism.

Industry was run by the state (government). Unemployment and extreme poverty were rare, but the standard of living for most Soviet people was lower than most Americans.

For Americans, the rights and freedoms of individuals (i.e. free speech) were more important than everyone being equal.


Communists believed the rights of individuals were less important than the good of society as a whole. Therefore, there were many restrictions and controls of people’s freedoms.

The USA was the world’s richest country, but there were big gaps between the rich and the poor.

The state (government) keep tight controls on the press, radio, film and art.
Communism did not like any organised religions.

Capitalism meant property and businesses were owned by private individuals and companies (they can make as much money as they want to).

Soviet leaders believed other countries should follow communism. Many in the USSR were against capitalism.





	
	USA
	USSR

	Leader in 1945
	






	

	Ideology (beliefs about how a country should be run)
	






	

	Elections
	






	

	Business/property
	






	

	Living standards
	






	

	Rights/freedoms
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Trotsky is ambitious, plans fo be a
dictator, big headed and nobody
likes him. T will use this against
him. T will make sure he misses
Lenin's funeral
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Trotsky was a brilliant public speaker and
seen as a natural leader. He had supported
Lenin (leader of the Bolsheviks) and the Civil
War.
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They think that I am boring and
unimaginative. I will show them. T
am willing to do whatever it takes
to be leader of Russia (the USSR),
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Trotsky had successfully led the Red Army during
the Russian Civil War.

He was a great military strategist and had been
BRUTAL in his determination to win the Civil War
1917-1923.
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Stalin plotted to take power and
was ruthless. He would do
ANYTHING to be the leader of
the USSR
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Leon Trotsky was expected to be the
new leader of Russia once Lenin had
died... He was very clever and
intellectual - a brilliant public speaker.
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I am Secretary of the
Communist Party. Everybody
thinks that it is a boring job.

But, I can appoint my
supporters to the important

Jjobs, and T can move Trotsky's
supporters to less important
Jjobs. T can blackmail people

because I know their personal

information...
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Trotsky was a great political
writer and was fanatical
about Communism.
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Stalin told Trotsky the wrong
date for Lenin's funeral. This
made Trotsky appear uncaring
and lost him support.
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Trotsky had worked with Lenin and
was seen by many as Lenin’s ‘choice’
to be the next leader.

Lenin

Trotsky
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Stalin joined with Zinoviev and Kamenev (two
other important Bolsheviks who could
become the next leader) to force Trotsky
out of power.
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Trotsky wanted a ‘world
revolution’, this could lead to
more war for the USSR
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Stalin forced Trotsky to leave the
USSR, then he turned on Zinoviev and
Kamenev and had them arrested as
traitors! He was in control.
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Trotsky was forced to flee
Russia and in 1940 he was
murdered with an ice axe in
Mexico.
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Pavel Trofimovich Morozov (14 November 1918 3 September 1932),
better known by the Paviik, was a Soviet youth praised by the Soviet press
as amartyr. His story, dated to 1932, is that of a 13-year-old boy who
denounced his father to the authoriies and was in turn kiled by his family.

His story was a subject of reading, songs, plays, a symphonic poem, a full-
length opera and six biographies. The cult had a huge impact on the moral
norms of generations of children, who were encouraged to inform on their
parents. Thousands of people visited the village/town where Paviik had
lived.
‘hitps://www.youtube com/watch?v=RAvmwUDHNWo
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A frue story?

In Comrade Paviik, Catriona Kelly (2005) agrees
with other historians that the official version of
the account is almost wholly fictional, and that
Pavlik did not inform on his parents but was
murdered after a mundane squabble.

Kelly also shows how the official version's emphasis
shifted fo suit the changing times and propaganda
lines: in some accounts, Pavlik's father's crime was
not forging the documents, but hoarding grain; in
others, he was denounced not to the secret police,
but to the schoolteacher. In some accounts, the
method of Pavlik's death was decapitation by saw.

‘Surviving photo of Pavlik:
malnourished child, who bears
almost no resemblance fo the
statues and pictures in
children's books.





image33.jpg
What's happening?

&nbsp;

133





image34.png




image35.png




image36.png




image37.png
From 1949 China became a one-party state. All other parties were suppressed in a series of
purges from 1950- 1952.

Anyone who showed any opposition to communism was labelled a ‘counter- revolutionary’ or an
“imperialist.

To avoid accusations, the Chinese increasingly tried to prove their loyalty by accusing others;

* In 1951, the Party began a movement for ‘thought reform’ It was called the
Movement for the Study of Mao Zedong’s Thought.

+ This involved close study of his writings, combined with public self-criticism at
Party meetings.
+ By pushing his ideas as the only accepted political ideology and purging those

people who were seen to be different from the Communist ideal, Mao sought
to control the Party and government.

+ Mao Zedong Thought was the official doctrine of the Communist Party, due to
Mao's influence as leading theorist.

+ It was a set of ideas that changed and adapted over time. Much of his ideology
was based on Marxism but he adapted Marxism to Chinese conditions.

+ The most important ideas were self- reliance, continuing revolution, class
struggle, learning from the people and mass mobilisation.
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‘ \ 2. Mass Campaigns

* Repression and terror were key weapons in the CCP’s struggle
to control China after 1949.

* The machinery of repression used by the State included
propaganda campaigns to isolate and shame the chosen
targets, and the use of the police, the courts, imprisonment

executions to terrify the population.

« Between 1950-1952, Mao used mass mobilisation campaigns
against corruption and the bourgeoisie (rich people) - to
further increasing his control over society:

« 1950 - ‘The Three Mountains’ Campaign against feudalism, capitalism
and imperialism.

« 1951 - The ‘Three Antis Campaign’ launched against corruption,
waste and bureaucracy

« 1952 - The ‘Five Antis Campaign’ against bribery, tax evasion, fraud,
theft of Govt. property & spying.

KEY CAMPAIGN: The Hundred Flowers Campaign 1956-1957
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3. The Hundred

Flowers Campaign

Mao himself had travelled around
China during the 19505 receiving 3
enthusiastic reception wherever he
went. This convinced him he was in
touch with the people.

Mao decided that greater freedom
of expression would allow people to
constructively comment on the
problems facing Chinese society. He
even refused to punish the writer Hu
Feng who publically criticised
Marxist-Leninist values.

He believed that the intellectuals of
China, through open debate, would
come to realise the benefits of
socialism for China.

In February 1957, Mao gave a speech
to leading Party workers called,"On
the Correct Handling of the
Contradictions Among the People’.

He argued that whilst the Five Year
Plan was a success, CCP officials had
acting with heavy-handedness in
applying policy.

Quoting from history Mao said: ‘Let a hundred
flowers bloom; let a hundred schools of
thought contend..’Our society cannot back
down, it could only progress...criticism of the
bureaucracy is pushing the government
towards the better!
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* Mao immediately called on
intellectuals to criticise Central
Government directly. By the
summer of 1957, millions of
letters were pouring into
government offices across the
country.

« People spoke out at CCP.
meetings, held rallies in the
streets and hung huge wall
posters criticising the First Five
Year Plan

* They protested against: Party
members enjoying privileges,
economic corruption, low living
standards, the harshness of
previous mass campaigns and the
slavish following of Soviet models.
Even Mao himself was criticised.

* Mao had expected the campaign
to work as propaganda - i

Bring every positive factor into play, correctly
handle contradictions among the people
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By July 1957, the protests had become too much for Mao.
He believed it had gone beyond ‘healthy criticism’ and had
reached ‘harmful and uncontrollable’ levels. He ordered a
halt to the campaign.

Immediately, an ‘Anti-Rightist’ campaign was launched to
repress criticism led by Deng Xiaoping. Leading critics were
forced to retract their statements.

University staff, school teachers, scientists, economists,
witers and artists —many of the best minds in China —
were forced to make self-criticisms and submit to ‘re-
education’.

The Party was also purged of members who had been too
open in their criticisms. By the end of 1957, 300,000 people
had been labelled ‘rightists’ and had to undergo re-
education through labour.

Thousands were sent to the countryside for ‘thought

reform’ Others were sacked from their jobs. Free speech
was banned and the press became heavily censored.

The famous Chinese writer Ding Ling was purged from the
CCP and banned from writing. Countless others were killed
or committed suicide.
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“The Hundred Flowers campalgn, and the anti-
rightist campalgn Into which it evolved,
silenced criticism of the communist regime for
a generation.

Party unity was strengthened.
Mao's position was unchallengeable.

He instilled fear amongst the educated classes
who were now less willing to stand against
Mao.

China's inteligentsia [orightest minds — artists,
wiiters, journalsts, etc] were decimated which
satback China's cultural dovelopmant.
ntellectual i in China came to a virtual
standstill It wasn't until the 19805 when many
were pardoned that ntellectuals feltfree.
again.

Many students had their education
interrupted due to the death of s many
teachers - some 5 millon children had their
schooling terminated

‘Some 4 million people may have [ost their
lives In the ‘Anti-Rightist campaigns which
started after the Hundred Flowers.
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In 1949 when the Communists came into power the Chinese economy was
terrible mess. Decades of fighting meant that there had been a lack of investmentin
new technologies and China was lagging way behind other countries. Mao wanted to
‘address this as quickly as possible through a Five Year Plan. The essential needs of the
country were identif ual factories and industrial sites told exactly what
their minimum contribution to production needed to be; targets were set.
dustrialisation of the First Five Year Plan was putting Chinese
ic strain and anger was growing towards the CCP.
The urban population had doubled to over 100 million which caused overcrowding,

food shortages and housing problems.
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|+ Mao announced a second Five Year Plan to last from 1958 to 1963. This plan was called the
| Great Leap Forward.

+ The Great Leap Forward planned to develop agriculture and industry. To allow for this,
China was reformed into a series of communes.

|+ People now worked for the commune and ot for themselves. The life of an individual l
‘was controlled by the commune. |
By the end of 1958, 700 million people had been placed into 26,578 communes. |
* The Great Leap Forward also encouraged communes o set up “backcyard” producion
plants.

* However, in 1959, things started to go wrong; Quickly produced farm machinery produced
In factoriesfell topieces when used. Many tHousands of workers were injured afer working
long hours and falling asleep at their jobs,

+ Also the backyard production method had taken many workers away from their fields — so
desperately needed food was not being harvested. Some parts of China were hit by floods.
In other growing areas, drought was a major problem.

+ Between 1959 and 1962, itis thought that 20 million people
related to starvation.

L
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1. Controlled your thoughts... 2. Mass Campaigns/propaganda

3. The Hundred Flowers Campaign

How did Mao control

China?

4. Fear and Terror 5. The economy




