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Year 8 History Study Guide
• Slavery and Civil Rights • 





















Lesson 1 – Who owns you?
Task 1 – Draw a slave
In the space below, draw a picture of what first comes to your mind when you think of a slave. Make sure that you label your drawing and even potentially write some emotions or feelings around the individual:












Task 2 – Source work
Below are a number of sources to do with slavery. For each source, write down in the first column what the source tells you, in the second column what you can infer/assume (make an educated guess) about slavery and in the final column how reliable/trustworthy you think the source is:
	Source
	What does the source tell you?
	Assume/infer?
	Reliable/
trustworthy?
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Lesson 2 – Are triangles the best shape?
Task 1 – What do you notice?
Look at the map below – what do you notice?
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Now watch the following video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3NXC4Q_4JVg

What do the map and the video tell you about the Atlantic slave trade? Try and write down 10 piece of information that you have gained:
1. ________________________________________________________________
1. ________________________________________________________________
1. ________________________________________________________________
1. ________________________________________________________________
1. ________________________________________________________________
1. ________________________________________________________________
1. ________________________________________________________________
1. ________________________________________________________________
1. ________________________________________________________________
1. ________________________________________________________________
Task 2 – Why was there a slave trade?
Read through the information in the boxes below to help formulate an answer as to why there was a slave trade. Think about the cards that you think are most important to answering the question above.

Christopher Columbus discovered America in 1492 & some Europeans began to move there to live.
Europeans needed people to work for them in the colonies.  They did not want to have to work themselves.
Europeans believed that Africans were an inferior race.
Sugar & coffee grew particularly well in countries such as America & could be grown on big plantations.
People in Europe developed a taste for new items such as sugar & coffee.  People could make lots of money selling these.
When America was discovered it was a huge country with few people living there.
There were many different tribes in Africa & they were often enemies.
African Chiefs wanted guns to make their tribes more powerful.
Europeans had items such as alcohol, guns, cloth & metal to trade.
When they first arrived in the New World, Europeans had made native people work for them.
More money was made when ships were carrying goods to trade or sell on every stage of the triangular journey.
Native populations of newly discovered countries had no immunity to diseases brought by Europeans.
Slavery already existed in Africa when the Europeans first arrived there.
Plantations were huge farms where crops like sugar & coffee could be grown in large quantities.
African tribes often fought between themselves  & captured other tribesmen as prisoners.
































Why was there a slave trade?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Lesson 3 – How do you get from one place to another?
Task 1 – The Middle Passage
The middle passage was the journey that enslaved Africans and their captors took from Africa to the Americas/Caribbean where they would be sold/swapped on arrival.

Look at the picture below:
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Write down as many questions as you can in the box:
	
















Now watch the following video - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PmQvofAiZGA and see if you can answer some of the questions you have written down in the box.

Task 2 – Onboard a slave ship
Read through the evidence below about the middle passage and life onboard a slave ship
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Using the evidence above, make a list of conditions in your books, that the slaves would have suffered on board the slave shops on the middle passage journey:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Task 3 – Abolishing the slave trade
Using all of the information you have gained in the first three lessons, you are to write a persuasive speech explaining why you think the slave trade should be abolished.

Think about how you can make this persuasive (use emotive techniques, list/power of three…)

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Lesson 4 – What is murder?
Task 1 – The Zong: A slave ship
Below is information about the slave ship Zong. You are to use the information to complete a doodlemap, using as few words as possible to depict the story:

	The Slave Ship Zong
On 6th September 1781, the slave ship Zong left the coast of West Africa for Jamaica. There were about 470 slaves and a crew of 17 men on board. The ship was owned by two men: William Gregson and George Case. A month into the journey a high percentage of the slaves and crew had died or were sick and unlikely to recover. 
Slaves on the Middle Passage could be insured – this means that if they died their owners could be paid money for them. Money was not paid if the slaves died of natural causes (like illness), only if they had to be killed for the safety of the ship and its crew. The ship’s captain, Luke Collingwood, knew this. 
When the ship got to Jamaica there were hardly any slaves left on board. Collingwood went to the insurers to claim money for the slaves that died. He told the insurers that during the journey they had started to run out of water. When it was almost gone he had decided that the only way to save his ship and its crew was to throw 133 slaves – alive – into the sea, A small number of slaves had managed to break free from their captors and had jumped overboard before they were thrown. 
The insurers refused to pay the claim and the case went to court. The ships owners demanded £30 for every ‘lost’ slave. An abolitionist (someone who wanted to get rid of – or ‘abolish’ – slavery) called Granville Sharpe heard about the case. He demanded that the crew of the ship were tried for the murder of the 133 slaves. 
You are going to re-enact this court case to decide whether the crew of Zong were guilty of murder. Remember: slaves were seen as property and owners could do what they wanted to them. 



Task 2 – The trial
Using the story above and the sources below, you are to complete the table with information that suggests that the crew on board the Zong were either GUILTY of the murder of the slaves on board, or NOT GUILTY of murder, in that the slaves were killed to protect the lives of the crew:

 
“The way the slaves were treated was awful. They were badly treated because they were black. If it had been white people travelling on the ship they would not have died. I have heard that Captain Collingwood was scared the slaves would rebel and try to kill the crew. How could they do that if they were chained up like animals? To pay the owners for the slaves deaths is definitely wrong. They should be charged for murder. It is wrong to treat people differently because of the colour of their skin.”
Said by William Gregory, a London Vicar.


“It was awful. Each day we had less water. The Captain realised that 
we would not have enough water for both the black slaves and white crew. Captain Collingwood was scared the slaves would die from lack of water or they would try to kill us for the water. Black people spend their lives in Africa killing each other and I am sure they would have killed us if they had the chance.”
Said by James Kelsal, one of the white crew on the Zong.






























“The insurance company have to pay us £30 for every slave that died. 
They did not die from illness, so they should pay. The agreement with the insurance company said that they would pay if the slaves were killed to save the ship. They did save the ship because we were running out of water.”
Said by GEORGE CASE, part-owner of the Zong.  

“Captain Collingwood had taken the voyage from Africa to Jamaica many, many times. He knew how much water and food he needed. I believe the slaves died because of the awful conditions. They were stuck below deck, with no place to go to the toilet. They died from disease, so we should not have to pay for them. They are lying about the slaves being killed to protect the ship and the white crew.”
Said by CHARLES KINGSLEY, from the insurance company.  

“It was awful killing the slaves. Some of them struggled as we threw them overboard. Many screamed and shouted. One or two ran away from us and jumped into the sea without being pushed. But I know it was the correct thing to do. A quick death drowning is better than the slow painful death they faced if we had not killed them.”
Said by JIM STONE, a crew member on Zong.  
































“Black slaves are not human beings. They are no different from 
farm yard animals. We would not worry if someone had to kill a farm animal. We do not complain if a farmer kills a dangerous fox killing his chickens or a diseased dog who bites humans. Why should we worry about the killing of dangerous black slaves? The slaves were dangerous and had to be killed.”
Said by JOHN LEE, a white lawyer.  










	

“Captain Collingwood is evil. He hates black people. He whipped us 
and gave us very little of food or water. He did not care if we died.”
 Said by Timothy Stevenson who had been on the slave ship Zong a few years before.  
“It was awful. The weather was hot all day every day and there was
 no wind. We soon ran out of water. It was clear there was not enough water for both us and the slaves. We had to make a tough decision. If the white crew were to survive we would have to stop giving some black slaves water. But we did not want them to have a slow painful death from lack of water.”
Said by Captain Collingwood , the captain of the  Zong.
“I am a black man born in Africa. As a child I was captured and thrown 
on a slave ship. The journey was awful. We were chained up and whipped. Disease killed many slaves as everything was dirty and we were not fed much. When I reached Jamaica I was taught to read and write and my master freed me. I now live in England, making speeches about how evil slavery is. My success shows we are equal and able to do whatever a white person can do. If we give money to the owners of the slave ship we are doing something God would disagree with.”
Said by OLAUDAH EQUIANO, a former slave who disliked slavery.  

































“The slave ship Zong arrived a few days late, during a storm. When I 
went aboard the 17 white crew were alive and there were 307 black slaves. This was 163 less than had been on the ship at the start. Captain Collingwood told me 30 had died of illness, but the others had been killed to keep the rest alive. Other than being short of food, everything was normal, with full water barrels, although it had just been raining.
Said by Major Smith, who was in charge of the harbour in Jamaica.











Use the information above to fill in the table below:
	Guilty
	Not guilty

	
































	



Task 4 – Judgement 
Using the information from the story, trial and table, you are to make a judgement on whether the crew of the Zong are guilty of murder or not guilty of murder because they were protecting the lives of the crew members on board. Remember, enslaved Africans were viewed as nothing more than possessions.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Lesson 5 – Can anything make your life unbearable?
Task 1 – Life on a plantation
Using the numerous pages of information below, you are going to complete a gingerbread person where you will only be able to draw pictures and symbols to represent life on a plantation as a slave.

Anything you are not able to draw on the gingerbread person, you are to draw around your gingerbread person (e.g. an alarm clock stating their wake up time)

LIFE ON PLANTATIONS
Most slaves lived & worked on plantations – large farming areas where crops like tobacco, sugar & cotton were grown.  The slaves worked in the fields looking after the crops.
Life was very hard for slaves & many died young.  25% of babies died before they were 10 days old.  The average age of death for slaves was just 26 years old.  

WORK
A normal slave day might be:
5.30am	Go to the fields & work until breakfast.
8am		Have breakfast.  Those who were late would be whipped.
8.30-12am	Work.
12-2pm	Rest & lunch
2-6pm		Work.
6pm		Go home.
Night-time	During harvest time slaves often worked in the mill.
Slaves had to work very long hours, often from daybreak to sunset, every day except Sundays.  On larger plantations there would be an overseer in charge of making sure the slaves worked hard.  They could be very brutal & anyone who did not seem to work hard enough would be beaten.  Sometimes trusted black slaves were given the job of overseer, but they were often as harsh as white overseers.
Strong, healthy slaves did digging, planting & harvesting.  Children as young as 3 years old also had to work doing jobs like weeding.  
Some slaves had jobs outside of the field as maids, cooks, butlers or nanny’s in the master’s house.



MUSIC & CELEBRATIONS
Music was very important to slaves – their songs often showed how they felt about their lives.  Music was made with whatever was available – one slave remembered making a buffalo horn into a flute.
Part of a slave song: 
‘The big bee flies high
				The little bee makes the honey
				Black folks make the cotton
				And White folks get the money!’


Weddings were a cause for celebration.  Often slaves were not allowed to get married in church but they had a wedding ceremony of their own where they jumped over a broomstick to become man & wife.  But slaves knew that they were only married for as long as their masters allowed it – they could be sold & split up at any time.




REBELLION, ESCAPES & PUNISHMENTS
Rebellions by slaves were brutally crushed because slave owners were terrified of slaves joining together to attack them.  In 1831 a revolt let by a slave called Nat Turner killed almost 60 white people.  Nat Turner was caught & killed along with 55 of his followers.  A further 200 slaves were killed without a trial as a warning to others.
Slaves resisted in other ways.  Some stole, some destroyed crops & tools & many ran away.  The punishments for such behaviour were severe as these examples show:
1. For being late or not working hard enough, slaves would be whipped
1. For running away slaves were forced to wear chains or had heavy weights attached to them
1. For some actions slaves had their hands or feet chopped off
1. For major rebellions slaves might be nailed to the ground & burnt to death






SLAVE AUCTIONS
When they arrived in America slaves were taken to auctions to be sold.  (An auction is where people bid to buy something and the item is sold to the person who offers the most money).  Each slave was sold separately so that families were often split up – husbands and wives or brothers and sisters could be separated.  Children could even be sold away from their parents.  Often they would never see each other again.

At the auction, buyers were given the chance to examine the slaves before they bid.  A slave called Morris Hillyer said that buyers would “look in their mouth and examine their teeth just like they was a horse and talk about the kind of work they would be fit for.”

Some slaves were very lucky and were sold to good masters who treated them quite well.  Others were bought by owners who had a reputation for being cruel.  Some slave owners wanted young, healthy slaves who would have lots of children who could then be sold away for a good price.
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                        Source 4 A 19th Century slave auction in the USA
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Lesson 6 – How do you stop something you don’t agree with?
Task 1 – Hexagons
Below are a number of hexagons that hold the answer as to why slavery ended in the United States. Read through the hexagons and use that information to answer the questions in the boxes below about the American Civil War:
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	Who were the main people involved?

	What were the differences between the north & south of America?

	What were the main battles?

	Why did the north win?

	Why did slavery end in the USA?


Extension - watch https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZHSvHrmxYaE and add info to above.

How do you think each of the following people would feel at the end of the civil war?
A slave _______________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
A person living in the northern states_________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
A plantation owner in the south______________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Lesson 7 – Why do we behave the way we do?
Task 1 – Life after slavery
POLITICAL LIFE
In the late 1800s, politicians in the south introduced laws to make black people second class citizens again. First they took away their right to vote and made it hard to register to vote. They did this by introducing things such as a literacy test, this meant you could only vote if you could read & write, which most ex-slaves could not.
In Louisiana – a state in the south of America – 200,000 black people were living, but only 5,320 of them could vote in 1900. In another area, black people made up over 50% of the population, but only 1% of them were allowed to vote.
There were no black people in the American parliament for a long time after slavery ended.

THE END OF THE CIVIL WAR
Things improved for black people immediately after the civil war - slavery ended. Laws were passed giving black people civil rights such as their freedom and the right to vote.
Between 1865 & 1877 the northern states tried to ensure that the ex-slaves were given their freedom & rights, however, southern groups like the Ku Klux Klan fought against this.
After 1877 the north became more concerned with business & making money so worried less about the rights of black people.
This meant that in the late 1800s many blacks, especially in the south, actually lost many of the new rights that they had gained.



SOCIAL LIFE
They also introduced the ‘Jim Crow Laws’ which led to segregation. In the south, black and white people were separated so that they had different schools, hospitals, public toilets, even different seats on buses or at the cinema. The places for black people were always in very poor condition compared to those for the whites.
A lot more money was spent on giving white people good conditions than on giving them to black people. For example, in South Carolina an average of $179 per year was spent on a white child’s education compared to just $43 per year on a black child.
In areas that mainly black people lived there was a much higher death rate than areas where mainly white people lived. Houses were poorly built and there was a lot of poverty. The number of infant deaths amongst black people was often worse than some of the poorest places in the world such as Africa.

KU KLUX KLAN
Racist groups like the Ku Klux Klan formed in the south. They dressed up in white robes & masks, paraded around town centres & did anything they could to scare black people. Burning crosses at night was a common scare tactic.
Sometimes they carried out lynchings, which is where a black person would be accused of committing a ‘crime’, taken out to a secluded area & hanged. A ‘crime’ might just be a black man talking to a white woman. In 1935, 21 black people were lynched, 2 of whom were women. White people & their children went to lynchings like it was a day out. 
Hardly anyone was ever arrested or put in jail for treating black people in this way because often the police & judges who should arrest them were themselves members of the Klan.

ECONOMIC LIFE
Black people tended to have the worst jobs in America, especially in the south. Most black people were ‘sharecroppers’ (you would rent land off white people so that they could farm it). The rents they had to pay were usually very high & black people were usually very poor. Sharecropping was one of the lowest paid jobs in the USA.
Those black people who could afford it often moved to the north of America to work in big factories. They were still given the worst jobs & were paid a lot less than white people.
Some factories would put up signs saying that black people could not work there because they wanted to give jobs to white people first.








































Task 1 – Venn Diagram
Using the information on the previous page, and what you know about slavery, you are to compare and contrast life as a slave and life for a black person a short time after slavery. With the Venn diagram, you are to write down information and experiences in the correct places – if information only relates to slaves or black people after slavery, you write it in those parts of the circle. Any shared experience between the two would be written in the middle. Life after slavery
Life as a slave




































	

Lesson 7 – Where do you start?
Task 1 – Segregation
Look at the images and write down three things you notice, two inferences/assumptions you can make and one question you have:
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Task 2 – Protests
Below are small accounts of different types of peaceful and violent protests that took place during the 1950 and 1960s. You are to complete the table, identifying whether the protest is violent or peaceful and explain how effective you think each particular protest was.

	Protest
	Peaceful or violent?
	How effective was this protest?

	ROSA PARKS & THE BUS BOYCOTT 
After a long day working a black woman called Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat on a bus to a white man in Alabama. This was against the local segregation laws and she was arrested. The next night black people in Alabama formed the Montgomery Improvement Association. They were led by the Minister (vicar) of a church, Martin Luther King. They started a boycott on the buses and black people travelled by sharing cars, walking and hitch hiking. This boycott lasted for a year. The bus companies wanted to end segregation because they were losing so much money but the local white leaders refused to get rid of the segregation laws. In December 1956 the Federal Supreme Court agreed that segregation on Montgomery’s buses was against the law. The next day Martin Luther King and other black people started to use the buses again and they became integrated so that everyone could sit wherever they wanted.

	
	

	LITTLE ROCK ARKANSAS 
The governor of Arkansas wanted to stop 9 black students from attending a school for white people called Little Rock Central High, even though the law said they should be allowed to go there. He called out the National Guard (like an army) to stop them by force. The courts said that this was illegal and forced the National Guard to withdraw but a big mob of angry white people tried to stop the students attending the school instead. President Eisenhower sent 1,000 soldiers to Little Rock to protect the students. These soldiers stayed for the whole of the school year. The governor was so angry about this that he closed all the schools in Little Rock for a year. The courts forced him to reopen them and to allow black and white children to attend the same schools.

	
	

	SIT-INs 
In February 1960 4 black college students went to a white’s only café at Woolworths in Greensboro, North Carolina. They refused to move until they were served. The sit-in movement spread rapidly across south America with blacks refusing to leave whites only restaurants, swimming pools and hospitals. Many were beaten by whites when they refused to move and some blacks were even killed but they refused to retaliate. They followed Martin Luther King’s policy of non-violent protest. For two years black people protested in this way and suffered the violent reactions of whites. Black people were often supported by the courts.

	
	

	THE BLACK PANTHER PARTY 
The Black Panthers did not think that being peaceful was getting them anywhere. Instead, they urged blacks to arm themselves and use violence to achieve civil rights. They were suspected of terrorist activities and several members died in armed shoot outs with the police. One of the Black Panthers leaders, Huey Newton, was arrested for the murder of a police officer – a crime that he later admitted he had committed and was proud of.

	
	

	PROTESTS & MARCHES 
Black people would often protest by going on marches. The most famous was on 28th August 1963 when 200,000 blacks and whites marched around Washington D.C in the largest demonstration the USA had ever seen. Martin Luther King made his famous ‘I have a dream…’ speech. Other protests did not end so well. In Birmingham, Alabama in April 1963 there was a series of non-violent demonstrations. The protestors were met by the police who used tear gas, cattle prods and attack dogs against the protestors. 

	
	

	THE WATTS RIOTS 
Watts was an area of Los Angeles where lots of poor blacks lived. In 1965 the black residents rioted against the conditions they lived in. 34 people died and 4,000 people were arrested. Property damage was valued at $35 million. These riots were quickly followed by similar riots in Chicago, Cleveland and 40 other cities by the end of 1966. In riots in Detroit in 1967 army tanks had to be brought in to deal with snipers in the blocks of flats.

	
	

	BLACK ACTIVISTS 
Some blacks became very anti-white because they saw them as the people who were oppressing them and they did not believe that they were ever going to see black people as equal. Stokely Carmichael became leader of one of the biggest Civil Rights groups and he expelled all white people from the organisation. He said that blacks and whites should live separately because they could never coexist equally and peacefully. In 1967 he was succeeded as leader of the SNCC by Hap R. Brown who told blacks to “get you some guns and kill the honkies (whites)”.
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Black Power – what was it?
Not all black Americans believed in the non-violence of the civil rights movement.​
They felt that violence was justified in order to achieve equality for black Americans.​
Blacks were frustrated by the lack of real change for most African-Americans in the USA.​
‘Black Power’ was originally a political slogan BUT became a term associated with many different activities in the late 1960s which were designed to increase the power of blacks in American life.

Task 1 – Cause and consequences of Black Power
Look at the boxes of information that focus on a number of Black Power groups that were prominent in the 1960s and 1970s. Use the information from the boxes to help you complete a cause/consequence table on Black Power.
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	CAUSES OF BLACK POWER
	CONSEQUENCES OF BLACK POWER

	




























	



Task 2 – Violent protests?
Can the use of violence ever be justified if it is part of a protest? Use information and evidence to write a paragraph that covers points for and against.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
















Lesson 9 – Why do people fail to get what they want?
Task 1 – Civil Rights failure SOLE based investigation.
In this task, you are to use the internet to research the reasons why it could be argued that the Civil Rights Movement in the USA failed. Things for you to think about:
1. What did the Civil Rights Movement actually achieve? Did it succeed in its aims?
1. What affected the success of the Civil Rights movement?:
15. US Presidents
15. Violent protests
15. White people in the USA
1. What do the Black Lives Matter protests of 2020 tell us about how much the Civil Rights Movement achieved and what more needs to be done?

Use the space below to jot down and information or research you find to help you answer the questions above.
























Lesson 10 – Does equality exist?
Task 1 – The development and impact of the feminist movement.
Below is some text on the growth of the feminist movement in the USA during the 1960s and 1970s. You are to use the information below to help plot a living graph on the next page. On the living graph you must justify your view or where you have placed your mark.

	The development and impact of the feminist movement
In 1963, Betty Friedan published a book called The Feminine Mystique. Friedan said that women should have equal rights with men in every way and that women should be able to have a good career. She said that life for women in the home was like being in a concentration camp and women wanted to break free. It became a bestseller. 
 In 1966, Friedan and others set up the National Organisation for Women (NOW) - they demanded equal rights for women in US law and a woman's right to make her own decisions about reproduction (having babies). Abortion was illegal. Women held protests and strikes to gain these rights, just like African Americans had. 
Laws passed 
Equal Pay Act, 1963 – encouraged equal pay for doing the same jobs as men (but not all jobs were included) 
Equal Rights Amendment Act, 1972 – tried to reduce difference between what men and women were paid (women still earning a lot less than men). 
Contraception (methods to prevent pregnancy) were made available to married couples in 1972.  
Abortion was made legal by the Supreme Court in 1973. The law said it was a woman’s right to decide. There was a lot of argument over this law. 
Reactions to changes 
There was much discussion in America about all the changes to the laws regarding women’s rights. Not all women wanted these changes, some disagreed with abortion because they felt it encouraged sex before marriage. 

Many were happy in their role as housewives and did not want change. Religious groups within America were particularly unhappy and tried to use the Bible to say that men were dominant and should have more rights than women. 
Some middle class women wanted equal pay but weren’t supportive of other parts of feminism.  
Lots of women in the late 1960s and early 1970s protested against male sexism in society, for example they protested at beauty contests and burnt sexist magazines. 
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loaded onto a ship.  Many 

slaves thought they might 

be eaten by the strange 

looking men with white skin 

and long hair.

The journey to America from Africa 

took a month.  The slaves spent most 

of this time below deck.  As many as 

400 slaves would be packed together 

in a small hold.  There was not enough 

room to sit up –slaves had to lie 

packed together on shelves.  The hold 

was divided into 2 chambers –one for 

men & one for women.  The slaves 

spent their time shackled together in 

the darkness.

In one corner of 

the hold was a 

bucket which was 

to be used as a 

toilet but the 

slaves were 

chained together & 

could not always 

get to it.  It smelt 

terrible in the hold 

& was a lost worse 

for people on the 

bottom shelves

.
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“Every slave, whatever his size, was found
to have only 5 feet & 6 inches in length &
16 inches in breadth to liein. The floor
was covered with bodies stowed or packed
according to this allowance. But between
the floor & the deck were often platforms
or broad shelves which were covered with
bodies also. The men were chained two &
two together by their hands & feet. Their
allowance consisted of 1 pint of water a day
to each person & they were fed twice a day
with yams &horse beans.”
Thomas Clarkson, ‘History of the Abolfition
of the African Slave Trade', 1808
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Case Study 1: The Nation of Islam

+ One movement that attracted many black Americans was the
Nation of Islam, headed by Elijah Muhammad. They aimed to
provide an alternative to the white Christian religion.

+ Members include the boxer Cassius Clay (who changed his name to
Muhammad Ali) and Malcolm X, who was critical of Martin Luther
King's methods and believed the civil rights movement held back
black people.

+ Malcolm X wanted to see black Americans rise up and create their

* Nation of Islam tried to educate young black
men and keep them out of prison.

*  Malcolm X set up education groups in black
ghettoes to try to educate and train young
people - and connect them to their African

W heritage.

Malcolm X and Cassius Ciay, 1964 *  Malcolm X inspired other Black Power

movements
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Case Study 2: Black Panthers

It was formed in 1966 by Huey Newton and Bobby Seale.

The Panthers had a ten point programme; aiming to, end police
brutality towards black people, provide decent housing for black
people, better education for black people and better jobs.

The Black Panthers were willing to use violence to get what they
wanted - and encouraged members to carry weapons and attack
policemen/take over white stores.

* The Panthers wore uniforms and some carried
weapons.
~" 1B PN | « They set up programmes in the poor areas to
G%RTVTHERI help blacks, even serving breakfasts to black
4% g < children.
A 4y '« They encouraged people to study black culture
§ at college - spreading trends like the afro
haircut.
+ They were involved in shoot-outs with the
police/FBI.
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Case Study 3: Race Riots

From 1965-1967 American cities suffered a wave of race riots.

These were not in the southern cities where the most obvious
discrimination took place, they were in the north and west of America
which were officially free of racism.

There were poor relations between black people and the police; most of
the police forces were white and many working-class black people felt
they did not get the same protection from crime as whites.

Many of the black rioters were influenced by the radical black
nationalists, others simply joined as an expression of their frustration
about the way they were treated in the USA.

* The most serious riots were in the Watts area of
Los Angeles in August 1965 and Detroit in July
1967. 34 people died, there was $40 million in
damage.

» There were 300 riots altogether, costing $141
million.

* In many riots, black people clashed with the
police and in some cases, robbed stores and set
fire to buildings





