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The East India Company

When Charles married the Portuguese princess Catherine of Braganza, her family needed to provide a gift to Charles which came in the form of what we now know as Bombay (place in India). 

Although it was in a good position to buy and sell things, Charles was not interested in his swampy new land. He agreed to rent it out to The East India Company who could do what they wanted with it. The climate and swamps made Bombay not very nice, many died of diseases or infections and the constant treat of fighting made it a dangerous place to live.

However, The East India Company bought and sold silk and spices with not just Britain and British colonies (land Britain owned abroad) but also with its Portuguese neighbours and China. Britain now had control in Asia allowing it to dominate the Spice market. People in Britain were making a fortune and it would play a key role in the growth of the Empire over the next 100 years.

Tangier

In addition to the gift of Bombay the Wedding gift also included Tangier (place in Morocco). Like Bombay, it was in a perfect place but was not seen as being very useful. 

The English faced the same problems that the Portuguese had found with fights and attacks from Moroccans who wanted their city back. It took 4,000 soldier to keep Tangier safe which seemed a lot as there were only 600 living there. However, it was hoped that because of it would become a key place for buying and selling silk, spices, cotton and wine from the Middle East. In addition, English wool and goods from the Atlantic buying and selling would also be dealt with in Tangier. 

As it was a walled City the people were cooped up as it was often dangerous to go outside these walls. Despite high hopes held by many the city did not get better. With the growing concern about the cost of Tangier (by 1676 it was costing £75,000 a year to run), Charles and ordered that it be left 1683. 

England and America


Britain aimed to run their colonies in America in a more successful way than their European rivals.

It was decided that British Colonies should only trade with Britain or each other.


England was able to take control of the Dutch Colony of New Amsterdam in 1664. Charles II gave it to his brother James the Duke of York and it was quickly renamed New York.
Charles II brother James gave some land to a friend and New Jersey was created. Britain now had control of a vital port.

In 1663 another colony was founded and it was called Carolina. Carolina’s land allowed rice to be grown. This became a key asset for England.

Finally, the Hudson Bay Company was created to trade beaver fur in 1668. This was again a great business opportunity.

Caribbean

Like South America much of the Caribbean had been captured by the Spanish in the 16th Century. England did control some of it and a competition between England, France and Spain emerged for the Caribbean. Instead of full scale battles Pirates raided each other’s ports, stealing what they could and causing as much damage as possible to their rival’s ships. The most famous English Pirate was Henry Morgan who was seen as a hero by the English and a criminal by the Spanish. By the time Charles II came to the throne the Spanish had started to lose interest in the Caribbean but Henry Morgan was still attacking the French and Spanish. 

The main significance of the Caribbean was sugar. Sugarcane was grown on huge plantations and shipped back to England. Many people in England made a lot of money from sugar as it was becoming increasingly popular. 

Task 1 – Overseas Empire

Which of England’s overseas possessions was the most important?

	Place
	Economic support (money)
	Political impact (power)

	Bombay and East India Company


	
	

	Tangier


	
	

	America


	
	

	Caribbean


	
	


Navigation Acts

The idea of passing laws was to try to keep all trade within British territories was first introduced in 1651 but it was during the Restoration it became firmly established. 

Key points.

Only British Ships could transport goods between the colonies and Britain.

Crews must be at least three quarters British. 

Goods such as sugar, tobacco and cotton could only go to Britain and its colonies. 

From 1663, all goods had to go via Britain in order to be taxed and colonies had to buy all their manufactured goods in Britain.

The 1673 Act banned the direct trading of raw materials between colonies.

Task 2 – Navigation Acts

Do you think they are good or bad idea? Why?

Why might it be difficult to ensure that’s these Acts are obeyed / why did smuggling happen?

Slavery  

One company was given the right to trade in West Africa. This was the Company of Royal Adventurers Trading to Africa. It was set up by Charles II in 1660 and led by his brother. It was initially going to trade Gold but the company fell into debt and was relaunched as the Royal African Company complete with a new charter in 1672. It recognised the need for slave labour and by 1680 it was transporting around 5000 slaves a year across the Atlantic Ocean in America. 

Slavery was not a new idea, it was in the Bible and many Europeans saw it as a natural order of things. To the European businessmen African slaves were simply another product to be bought and sold, and the trade in slaves became a key part of the success of English trade in general. 

Task 3 – Slavery

Make a list of the ways in which slavery had an impact on British people’s lives. How easy do you think it would have been for someone to argue against it?

The Second Dutch War

CAUSES: James, Duke of York, wanted a second war with the Dutch (the first had been in 1652-4), to increase trade for England and capture treasures from Dutch ships. The Second Anglo-Dutch war started in 1665 after England attacked Dutch slave trading posts in Africa and when England captured New Amsterdam (New York).

EVENTS: The Dutch attacked a large group of English ships first. England hit back with an attack led by the Duke of York.  On 13th June 1665, at the Battle of Lowestoft (in the North Sea off the coast of Suffolk), the Dutch attacked but the English ‘ships of the line’ were too strong and the Dutch lost 32 ships, the English only 1 ship.

Immediately after the Battle of Lowestoft of 13th June 1665 the Dutch sailed away. The English failed to catch them, allowing the Dutch to escape and re-build their fleet. The Dutch then started to use the ‘line ahead’ strategy too.

In the weeks after June 1665 the King, Charles, decided sea battles like Lowestoft were too risky for his brother James, so replaced James with Edward Montague (the Earl of Sandwich). The Earl tried to attack Dutch ships in the port of Bergen but was pounded by Dutch cannon from the forts. He then left the fleet to go to Oxford to tell the King what had happened!

In October 1665 the Dutch appeared in the Channel and chased/harassed English merchant ships. The English naval Commander, the Earl of Sandwich, was too busy visiting the King to be there to take command – the Earl was sacked. After October 1665 the role of English Naval Commander was given to General Monck, who replaced the Earl of Sandwich.

In January 1666 the French joined the war – on the side of the Dutch. This distracted the English and allowed the Dutch to build more ships and prepare for battle.
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Between 1-4th June 1666, Dutch and English ships fought in one of the longest sea battles ever fought. The ‘Four Days’ Battle (in the English Channel) was a terrible defeat for the English. Monck had attacked Dutch ships without using the ‘line ahead’ tactic. The English lost 20 ships and the Dutch blockaded the Thames temporarily. 
English dockyards quickly re-fitted the English navy after the disaster of the Four Day’s Battle, and the English then won the Battle of St James’s Day and Holmes’s Bonfire 25th June-6th July 1666. The Battle of North Foreland on 25th July then broke through the Dutch blockade.

In August 1666 Charles started peace negotiations with the Dutch. By the end of 1666 the English navy was running out of money (due to lack of taxes – plague and Fire of London), so Charles kept the fleet in dock – giving the Dutch a free hand in the Channel. The Dutch then found the money to build 40 new ships.

On 9th June 1667 the Dutch raided the River Medway (feeds into the Thames, a main area for transporting goods to and from London). The Medway was poorly defended (the forts around it were not all finished and the big Chain used to defend it could be blown up with a fire-ship. Dutch ships got as close as 20 miles away from London, smashed the chain and blockaded the Thames. 13 English ships were captured/destroyed and the Dutch left on 14th June.

CONSEQUENCES: After the disaster of the Medway in June 1667, Charles was humiliated and the war ended when he signed the Treaty of Breda on 21st July 1667 which gave the Dutch access to large areas trade routes (but England kept New York). Lord Clarendon lost his job as Chief Minister. 
Task 4 – Second Dutch War - Why couldn’t the English defeat the Dutch at sea?

	English tactics and strategy


	Lack of resources or support



	Poor command


	Dutch tactics




The Third Dutch War

1. English tactics and strategy

The English plan for the Third war against the Dutch was the same as the Second war. This was; draw out the Dutch ships (make them chase you) and then destroy them using English/French superior firepower. 

HOWEVER, it was difficult to get the English and French ships to communicate properly or co-ordinate their attacks. The French were not as experienced as the English. The first major battle was in 1672, the Battle of Solebay (near Suffolk) where the Dutch took the English by surprise (they also used fire-ships) and chased off the French, who were forced back to port. 

The English could have invaded the Dutch but Charles was not sure about it if the Dutch fleet had not been destroyed first and there was also poor weather at that time.

‘Line ahead’ tactics were good for saving the English fleet from being blown up but it was then harder to get the enemy fleet where you wanted them to destroy them!

2. Lack of resources or support

Unlike the Second Dutch war Parliament did not support this war. There had been no effort to get Parliament on side before Charles went to war in 1672. Charles had issued the Declaration of Indulgence (aiming to allow more religious freedom) on March 15th 1672 and Parliament thought this showed how much influence the French King Louis had over Charles. 

There were reports (from Prince Rupert – Charles’s nephew) that the French were allowing the English to take on most of the fighting. This, along with James’s refusal to take the oath under the Test Act, created anti-French feeling in England – making people even less supportive of the war.
Rich merchants who were losing goods to the Dutch attacks in the channel also added pressure on Charles to end the war. Due to this lack of public and political support, Charles was then forced to sign the Treaty of Westminster on 16th Feb 1674, bringing the war to an end, (and the Cabal ministry).

3.  Poor command

Charles’s brother, James, resigned as Admiral after he refused to swear an oath that he was an Anglican protestant under the Test Act. This meant the navy lost one of their most talented and experienced commanders. 

There was lots of rivalry between the French and English naval commanders – meaning that both fleets were not well-managed overall. 

Prince Rupert was Charles’s nephew and was an admiral. He was frustrated that the French wouldn’t consult him over tactics, even attacking and arresting a French general in 1672. Rupert blamed the failure of the war on the inexperience of the French and what he saw as cowardice by the French Admiral d’ Entrées. 

4. Dutch tactics

At the 1672 Battle of Solebay (near Suffolk) the Dutch attacked and took the English by surprise (they used fire-ships) and chased off the French, who were forced back to port for the rest of the year.

During 1673 the Dutch outwitted the English/French, keeping their ships at port and only coming out to raid English shipping. When they did then meet enemy ships the Dutch then retreated to the shallow waters on the Dutch coast (which they knew very well) to escape. This kept their losses to ZERO but it harassed English trade.

On 28th May 1673 the English attacked the Dutch, starting the Battle of Schoonveld Channel, but the Dutch were well prepared and fought back. The English also lost the Battle of Texel on 11th August 1673. 
The Dutch increased the amount of anti-Catholic/anti-French feelings in England by creating propaganda pamphlets. These suggested that Charles was trying to rule without parliament and bring back Catholicism as the main religion in England.

Task 5 – Third Dutch War - Why couldn’t the English defeat the Dutch at sea?

	English tactics and strategy


	Lack of resources or support



	Poor command


	Dutch tactics




Charles II and England’s relations with France and Spain

FRANCE: 

Charles had a very strong relationship with France. His mother was French. France sheltered him when he was exiled from England. When he lived at the French royal court he was impressed with how Louis ruled and the fashions of the court. His sister, Henrietta-Anne, was sister-in-law to Louis. 

France was Catholic. Parliament in England was worried Charles might try to force England into being Catholic once more as Parliament is Anglican and Protestant. 

France was rich and Charles needed cash after the disastrous war with the Dutch. Louis had promised Charles some money in a secret part of the Treaty of Dover, IF he changed England back into a Catholic country (he was secretly a Catholic also) – but he am worried that many people in England will not accept being told they have to be Catholics! (could there be another civil war?). 

Louis has also agreed to help Charles against the Dutch if he did go to war again. BUT, Parliament wanted him to side with the Dutch against the French! In 1678 he pretended to Parliament to support the Dutch in the war against France when secretly he have actually pledged to not attack the French.

Charles and Louis had signed an agreement in 1677 to improve trade links – to make England even richer.

In 1685 Louis also annoyed the English Parliament by making Protestantism illegal in France. French Protestants (Huguenots) were either killed or fled here to England. 

Being friends with France was making Parliament suspicious of Charles.

SPAIN:

Spain was impressive. She had a huge empire and commands many trading routes, as well as stealing gold and riches from across the Atlantic.

Charles thought Spain had far too much influence over foreign lands, such as in the Caribbean. Why should the Spanish be able to dominate trade over there? Charles knew he have angered Philip be allowing some of the English ships to raid Spanish ships and ports – although he would have pointed out most of what the English stole had been stolen already from the native peoples. 

Also, England had taken Jamaica from the Spanish and Charles was worried they might try to re-take it – perhaps making an alliance with Spain could stop that from happening?

Philip and Charles signed an alliance called the Treaty of Madrid but he was unsure whether the Spanish Catholics would take it seriously. They still have anger regarding the English triumph over Spain during the Spanish Armada.

Charles was worried. He was very concerned that Louis of France might side with Philip of Spain and plot against England – both Catholic countries working against England would be an impossible enemy!
Task 6 – How were these counties Friends and Enemies of England?
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Part three: Land, trade and war
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SPAIN





ENGLAND








