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Nixon’s War
Richard Nixon campaigned to become President in 1968, this was at a time when the war in Vietnam was becoming increasingly unpopular. This influenced his policy towards Vietnam. He was elected in November 1968, promising the war would continue until ‘peace with honour’ could be achieved. Peace talks had begun in Paris in May 1968 but little progress was being made as neither side would compromise. The USA would not agree to a united Vietnam and the north would only agree to a united Vietnam. Nixon adopted a policy of ‘Vietnamisation’ – gradual withdrawal of US troops from Vietnam.
 
Vietnamisation – this means letting the South Vietnam government take everything over so they do not have to rely on the USA.  From 1969 Nixon began to withdraw US troops.  They were replaced by the ARVN (South Vietnamese army) which was made up of South Vietnamese men – everyone aged 17-43 was forced to join. The US would train the ARVN forces. As the ARVN grew, the US left – 25,000 in 1969 and 400,000 had gone by 1971. The policy was bound to fail as the ARVN were no match for the army in the North (North was getting help from China and USSR). The new President of South Vietnam, Nguyen Van Thieu was also suspicious of the policy. In September 1969, the USA started direct secret peace talks with the North (Van Thieu was left out of the discussions). 
TASK 1 – Represent ‘Vietnamisation’ in pictures

	
	
	

	
	
	


TASK 2 – How would each group feel about ‘Vietnamisation’? Plot and your justify opinion.





Relations with China under Nixon
Nixon and Henry Kissinger (US Secretary of State) were dealing with Vietnam after a time of tensions in the Cold War - Berlin Wall (1961) and Cuban Missile Crisis (1963). After this relations between the USA and the USSR had been slowly improving (detente - easing of tensions and more constructive discussion between them).
At this time, USA were keen to improve relations with Communist China (Mao Zedong still in charge but in his 80s). Relations between China and USSR had worsened. Nixon visited China in February 1972 and the Soviet Union in May 1972. Nixon knew this situation would help USA negotiate a ceasefire.
TASK 3 – Using the information provided, fill in the table below

	Cold War/Major crises of 1960s
	Detente

	
	

	Relations between USA & China
	Relations between USSR & China

	
	


Invasion of Cambodia and Laos, 1970-1

In 1970, the USA invaded Cambodia to put pressure on North Vietnam (claimed to destroy VC bases there). North Vietnam refused to go to all peace talks until us troops left Cambodia.
In 1971, USA supported an invasion of Laos by the South Vietnamese (block the Ho Chi Minh Trail). USA bombed Laos. The invasion failed - after 6 weeks troops withdrew (half killed or wounded). US troops were dropping; end of 1971 only 140,000 left (400,000 left in 3 years). US troops left in Vietnam became demoralised; deserted, AWOL, drug and alcohol abuse.
TASK 4 – Read the sources. How useful are these sources for studying attitudes towards the invasion of Cambodia by the USA during the Vietnam War?

TIPS
· What do the sources show that makes them useful?
· What do the sources miss out that limits its use?
· In what ways is the NOP (nature, origin and purpose – provenance of the sources) reliable?
· In what ways is the NOP (nature, origin and purpose – provenance of the sources) unreliable?
· Remember to compare the usefulness of the sources- which is more useful and why?
US Bombing Campaigns, 1970-72 
Peace talks were held in Paris from 1968 & lasted for 5 years.  The US continued to bomb the north as the talks went on.  Bombing raids continued as troops were being withdrawn – by 1970 only 150,000 US troops were still there.  In March 1972, the North invaded the south using Soviet weapons (100 tanks).  An easy victory was expected as so many US troops had been withdrawn. Nixon knew he had to respond and put pressure on the North. In April 1972, he ordered the air force to bomb the North. Code named ‘Operation Linebacker’ caused great destruction in the North destroying ports (Haiphong), roads, railways and storage depots.  Nixon hoped to cut off supplies and persuade the North to give up on invasion. This renewed bombing campaign was met with disapproval from the USA and world. At Christmas 1972, a massive US bombing campaign targeting the North lasted for 11 days & 200,000 bombs were dropped on cities. IN January 1973, peace talks resumed.
TV & Media Coverage of the War – Importance and Impact
This was the 1st ‘media war’ where TV showed what was happening.  In the early stages of the war the media coverage mainly followed the official policy. The US army created the MACV (Military Assistance Command Vietnam) to liaise with journalists. Journalists would be accredited by the MACV, allowed into war areas and transported around, receive regular reports but in return the journalists were expected not to reveal details that would help the enemy.  Many journalists back in USA didn’t want to seem to be undermining the war effort and some stations were reluctant to show any images of violence and destruction at peak times as viewers would change channels. 

However, between 1967-8, reporting on Vietnam began to change. It started to show negative things about the American soldiers eg In 1968 the Tet Offensive was portrayed as a disaster for America even though the NVA had been severely weakened and footage of the South Vietnamese police chief executing a VC suspect was seen. CBS’ Walter Cronkite (highly regarded reporter) declared the war as ‘unwinnable. Powerful images of ‘My Lai Massacre’ and chemical attacks were beamed into living rooms.  Newspapers & magazines also covered the war – some images had a big effect on the public eg the child in a napalm attack.  Not very much was reported about the bad things the Vietcong did.  It was seen as strong America bullying weak North Vietnam. However, some argue that most TV coverage didn’t show heavy fighting and most criticism of the war came from officials or the public.
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TASK 5 – Create a spider diagram showing the role of the media (include ways supported and oppsed the war and its impact) 



Anti-War Protest Movement, 1968-73

· SUPPORT: Many people carried on supporting the war; they said ‘my country, right or wrong’.  This was because they were patriotic or scared of Communism. 

· DRAFT: Many others questioned if the war was right.  The draft (where young men were forced to go & fight) & these increased opposition, especially as rich Americans seemed to be able to get out of it (called draft-dodgers).  Many men burned their draft papers in public.

· PROTESTS: Demonstrations & marches took place eg at the White House in 1968. Chants “Hey, Hey LBJ, how many kids did you kill today?” Frustrated as the war escalated and atrocities were committed.
· IMPACT ON CIVIL RIGHTS AND POVERTY: Johnson was elected on ‘Great Society’ promise but money was being spent on the Vietnam War. Martin Luther King questioned the cost of fighting the war and its consequence on the poor in America. Vietnam closely became linked with race as there were fewer African Americans in college so were more likely to be drafted. The boxer, Muhammad Ali, refused to obey the draft on grounds of his Muslim faith. He was stripped of his World Title and had his passport taken. 
· VETERANS: ‘Vietnam Veterans Against the War’ was formed by men who had fought.  In 1971, 300,000 people went on a march they organised.  These men often had injuries & medals which had a big effect on Americans.

· UNIVERSITIES: young people were often against the war because they were the ones most likely to be drafted.  They also believed in ‘make love not war’ and were anti-authority/establishment.  They had marches & sit-ins & tried to stop vehicles taking supplies to the war. Encouraged the burning of draft papers. KENT STATE UNIVERSITY PROTEST, 1970: 2nd May, students demonstrated on the campus.  2 days later they did the same but the National Guard were sent to stop them.  Some students threw rocks at them & they opened fire.  4 students were killed & 9 wounded.  This was important because it shocked the public because they believed people should be allowed to protest.  It led to more demonstrations & many countries around the world were outraged.

TASK 6 – Write a sentence or two to explain how the following can be linked to the anti-war movement
	Failure of the Great Society
	

	Civil rights movement /race issues
	

	Media footage
	

	Men burning their draft papers
	

	Anti-war slogans
	

	Demonstrations and marches
	

	Vietnam Veterans Against War
	

	1960s Hippy era
	

	Atrocities like My Lai Massacre
	


TASK 7 – How important was Kent State?


HOW IMPORTANT WAS THE KENT 

STATE UNIVERSITY PROTEST?

Watergate Affair

In 1972 an election took place. The Democratic Party had their HQ at the Watergate building in Washington DC and in June 1972, 5 men working for Nixon's re-election campaign were found inside the building trying to plant audio recording bugs. Nixon claimed to know nothing about it and won the election.

 The media started to investigate the 'Watergate Affair' and evidence found implicated the President's Office (and Nixon), Nixon obstructed the media as much as possible. It was found out that Nixon had secretly recorded meetings in the Oval Office. Nixon refused to hand over the tapes, eventually the Supreme Court forced him to but the tapes had parts edited out. Nixon was threatened with 'Impeachment' (a vote to remove him from office), he resigned in August 1974.
TASK 8 – Draw a line from to match the question with the right answer.
	What was Watergate?
	Evidence began to emerge that implicated the President’s office (and President). Newspapers and TV tried to dig out facts.

	How was the Watergate building linked to the Democrats?
	The Republicans claimed to know nothing about the events.



	Who was arrested and why?
	Nixon was threatened with ‘Impeachment’ – a vote to remove him from office.


	Why was the arrest of these people so shocking?


	In 1972 the Democratic Party had their campaign quarters there.



	What did the Republicans claim at first about the arrests?
	It emerged Nixon secretly recorded every conversation in the Oval Office.

	Why did Nixon try to use his Presidential powers to obstruct the press?
	In June 1972, 5 men were caught by police inside the Democratic Party Offices. They had forced their way in and were planting bugging devices.

	What were the recordings?
	A large office building in Washington DC.


	Why were people suspicious about the recordings?
	Nixon refused to hand over the tapes at first, he was forced to hand them over by the Supreme Court but sections were missing. Experts said the missing sections were deliberate.

	Why did Nixon resign in 1974?
	The arrested men were Republicans working for CREEP (Campaign to Re-Elect the President). The Democrats protested.




Paris Peace Talks & US Withdrawal
As early as 1969, Nixon allowed National security Adviser, Henry Kissinger, to hold secret talks with N.Vietnam. The talks made little progress (N.Vietnam wanted full and immediate withdrawal of US troops from the south as the US public were turning against the war this allowed North Vietnam to stand firm). In 1972 some things changed; N.Vietnam launched a major attack but didn’t take the south and Nixon visited China and USSR (supporters of North Vietnam). Brezhnev (President of USSR) and advisers even agreed to act as intermediaries (go between) between the North and the USA. By October 1972, a provisional agreement was reached. The agreement was signed in January 1973, Nixon said it was “peace with honour”. This agreed that:

* US armed forces would withdraw completely

* US prisoners of war would be released by the north (600 were released)

* The north recognised the South Vietnam government but could keep control of areas they controlled there

* A vote would be held to decide the future of Vietnam
By the end of March 1973, all US forces had left Vietnam.  This was a better result for North Vietnam than for the USA.  The Americans left, the north could build up their army & take over South Vietnam later.  But for America the war was unwinnable & very unpopular.

IN 1974 FIGHTING BETWEEN NORTH & SOUTH BEGAN AGAIN.  NO US MILITARY HELP WAS GIVEN.
TASK 9 – Use the information to draw lines and make links between the people or countries at the peace talks.






TASK 10 – Who was got most from the peace talks? Why? What did it say?



The Fall of Saigon, 1975 – Nixon had promised continual financial and military support to Vietnam abut Congress refused to allow it - concerns about wasting US money, the South Vietnamese government being corrupt and unpopular. In 1974, Nixon was in trouble again with the Watergate scandal and he resigned. The new President, Gerald Ford, also failed to get backing from Congress for Vietnam. Without money or military support the South Vietnamese government couldn’t last long. In December 1974, the north made a 3-pronged attack against the south.  Major cities were taken with little fighting.  Refugees began to flee to the south – the ‘Convoy of Tears’.  Saigon fell by the end of April 1975.  The remaining US advisers were rescued by helicopter from the roof of the US embassy. Television images showed desperate men, women and children trying to escape via the embassy helicopters. The communists had won the fight for Vietnam.
 
TASK 11 – Answer these questions.

1. Wat was the Convoy of Tears?






















































2. When didn’t the US President go back to stop the fall of Saigon?







































































Price of Conflict: Problems in Vietnam
Vietnamese citizens
* poisoned by chemical warfare (dioxin in Agent Orange)- birth defects, cancer
* large numbers of unexploded bombs and mines (death and injury for many years)
* Napalm caused horrific burns and disfigurements 
Vietnamese environment
* damaged crops and led to food shortages
* Destroyed 5.4 million acres of forest area (plants and animals)
* poisoned streams and rivers
US Troops
* Drug addiction (official US army figures put heroin use at 30%) cheap and easy supply
* confusion and bitterness - not welcomed home in way WW 2 troops had been and difficult to re-adjust to civilian life
* Post traumatic stress
* Cancer - handlers of Agent Orange

Vietnamese Society
Morals
* Peasants forced to live in shanty towns due to fighting ( poverty, prostitution and drug abuse side effects)
* Development of 'black market' of US luxuries via corrupt South Vietnamese officials
* Buddhist monks protested about US involvement until late 1960s
Refugees
* About 5 million South Vietnamese displaced from homes (homes in north and south destroyed by bombing and fighting)
* It took over 20 years to start to recover from war. Late 1970s onwards thousands tried to escape via boat sailing to Malaysia and Hong Kong (fed up of poverty and Communist policies). Approx 1 million escaped to the West (mainly USA), at least 50,000 drowned or were murdered by pirates. Mid 1990s USA ended its trade ban with Vietnam and the World Bank was allowed to invest there.
TASK 12 - Consequences of the Vietnam War (price of peace)
Rank the consequences in order of importance. Justify your opinion!

TASK 13 – complete the glossary using the information in this booklet and the internet.

	Vietnamisation


	ARVN
	Military Assistance Command Vietnam
	Detente

	Operation Linebacker


	Draft
	Great Society
	Impeachment


TASK 14 – Complete these exam style questions.
1. Write an account of the role of the media in changing US attitudes towards the war in Vietnam.        

 (8 marks)
TIPS - 
Give at least two ways in which the media changed US attitudes towards the war.



Include own knowledge.

2. Write an account of Vietnamisation and the impact it had on ending the war in Vietnam.        

 (8 marks)
TIPS - 
Give at least two paragraphs and include own knowledge.
Study Guide Conflict and Tension in Asia - The ending of the conflict in Vietnam
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Source 5


From an article in the newspaper St Louis Post-Dispatch, 3rd May 1970





In asking the American people to support the expansion of the Vietnam War to Cambodia, they are asked to seek peace by making war; seek withdrawal of our troops by enlarging the area of combat; and to diminish US casualties by sending more young men to their death.


.








Source 4


From a speech by President Nixon, 30th April 1970, explaining his decision to send troops to Cambodia.


The action I have taken is completely necessary for the success of the withdrawal programme from Vietnam. A majority of the American troops want to keep casualties of our brave men in Vietnam at an absolute minimum. The invasion of Cambodia is essential if we are to achieve that goal. We take this action for the purpose of ending this war.
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