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Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
Uniform and dress code requirements from September 2022  
 
As you may already be aware, the Department for Education has published new statutory 
guidance for schools which seeks to make school uniform more affordable for families. The 
guidance includes measures on second-hand uniforms, schools’ arrangements with suppliers 
and ensuring parents have access to clear information about uniform policy. 
 
Following the publication of this guidance, all schools have been asked to review their school 
uniform policies. Therefore, in this coming term, we are planning a consultation period so that 
all stakeholders: parents, staff, students and governors are included in our decision-making 
around uniform policy in light of the new Parliamentary Bill. We are also in the process of 
organising a competitive tendering process which will run from September 2022 to ensure our 
contract and any changes to our existing uniform are in place by December 2022. This will 
allow time for suppliers to provide our chosen uniform items ready for September 2023. 
 
In this interim period, our school uniform will therefore remain unchanged for the academic 
year 2022-23 and parents must continue to purchase branded items from Emblematic only. 
We are acutely conscious that the COVID-19 Pandemic and rises in fuel costs are placing a 
significant financial burden on many families and have completed extensive work with the 
Children North East Poverty Proofing Project in order to develop support packages for our 
families who are most in need as referenced in our attached flyer. If you are experiencing 
financial difficulty impacting on your ability to purchase uniform, please do contact us on the 
school enquiries email and we will do all we can to help. 
 
All our information on our existing uniform can be found online at Uniform | George 
Stephenson High School (gshs.org.uk). We continue to be delighted with both parents’ and 
students’ support of our school. Members of the public, visitors and parents regularly comment 
on the smartness of our young people and we are pleased that they wear our uniform with 
such pride. That being said, as we move into the final term of the school year, we would like 
to reissue the following reminders to maintain our high standards. 
 
 
We do NOT allow: 
 
• Brown or any other colour of shoes. 
• Trainers, trainer-type boots, boots, ankle boots, cross trainer shoes, ANY branded 
shoes (e.g. Nike, Adidas, Puma, Umbro, La Coste, Converse, Vans, Stan Smiths, Vivienne 
Westwood etc.), canvas shoes of any kind, plimsolls or sandshoes – no coloured laces, logos 
or labels.  
 
Parents are advised not to purchase trainer/casual style shoes which are marketed as school 
shoes by various retailers. Please refer to the GSHS Wynsors brochure on our website for 
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advice and guidance on the types of shoes which are acceptable. In addition, Emblematic 
have a link on their website (on our school page) to an e-supplier for acceptable footwear. 
However, it is not essential to follow this link. If you do have any questions about uniform then 
please contact your child’s Guidance Manager at your earliest convenience.  
 
 
 
 
 
With regards to make-up, we do not allow 
 

• Any “extreme” hairstyle or extreme hair colouring  

• Any jewellery other than one ring only (on either hand), a maximum of two ear rings, 

one in each earlobe (simple studs or sleepers) and a watch. 

• Any other rings/studs/bars used in face, mouth, ear or body piercing are not allowable 

in school for health and safety reasons.  

• Ear expanders must not be worn. 

• Acrylic or gel nails or nail varnish of any sort 

• Tattoos or body art 

• Excessive make up (no false or semi-permanent lashes, no fake tan, no drawn on 

eyebrows) 

• Hoodie-style jackets/sweatshirts, tracksuit-type or sports tops, or denim jackets for 

outdoor wear. 

• Hats or Hoods in school 

 

We reserve the right to confiscate or insist that students remove any item which contravenes 
these guidelines or which is a potential safety hazard.  Students who refuse to remove such 
items will remain in isolation until they do so. If there are exceptional circumstances, please 
discuss this with your child’s Guidance Manager at your earliest convenience. The school 
and the Governing Body reserve the right to determine what is acceptable with regards to 
uniform and footwear. 
 
Thank you for your continuing support. We will write again to you shortly regarding our uniform 
consultation and welcome your views. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
  
Ian Wilkinson  
Headteacher  
George Stephenson High School 
Tel: 0191 216 1115 
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